Neonatal intermittent hypoxia induces persistent alteration of baroreflex in adult male rats.
Baroreflex is involved in the regulation of arterial blood pressure (BP). An increase in BP activates vagal inhibitory pathways to decrease heart rate; a concomitant decrease in sympathetic discharge reduces vascular resistance. Both responses reduce BP towards normal value. Conversely, a decrease in BP produces opposite effects to increase heart rate and vascular resistance.